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Historical Background to “The Roskell Letters”
Edward Evans joined the East India Company’s Madras Artillery as a Gunner in 1828. About the time he was promoted to Serjeant Instructor in the Effective Supernumeries in 1839, he married Teresa Ross. She presented him with two daughters:

· Emily, born on 3 August 1840

· Catherine, born on 5 September 1841

Teresa then most unfortunately died on 20 October 1841, soon after Catherine’s birth.

Left with two very young children, Edward sought a second wife and married the 14-year old Catherine Evers on 8 February 1843. Catherine therefore immediately became step-mother to Emily and Catherine who remained very much members of the growing Evans family as Catherine had children of her own.

As was common in India at the time, when only 15 years old, Emily married Serjeant John Robert Roskell, one of Edward Evans’ colleagues in the Laboratory of the Artillery Depot at St. Thomas’ Mount. He was the youngest child from a well-to-do Catholic family living in Stockyn Hall at Holywell in Flintshire, North Wales. It is thought that he did not get on well with his family, apart from his older sister, Lizzie, with whom he infrequently corresponded.

Emily’s marriage to John Robert was at St. Thomas’ Mount on 15 January 1856. She presented him with four children:

· Elizabeth (Lizzie),  born 2 June 1857

· George, born 23 June 1859, but who regrettably died on 28 April 1860

· Mary Anne, born 27 November 1860

· Fanny, born in November 1862 but who, regrettably died on 12 February 1863.

Most unfortunately, Emily Roskell herself died on 6th October 1865, leaving behind her husband, John Robert Roskell and her two young girls, Lizzie and Mary Anne. At this time, Edward Evans had retired and had moved with his family to live in Madras, although he had a part time job with the Pension Office and worked in Fort St. George. John Robert Roskell had transferred to the Royal Artillery following the disbanding of the East India Company Army in 1861. He was stationed at Poonamallee, some 13 miles west of Madras.

John Roskell’s father died in 1865 and, early in 1866 he had received part of his inheritance from his brother in Stockyn Hall. However, he was devastated at the loss of his wife whom he loved dearly. He wanted to spend some of his money on the erection of a tombstone in her memory and those of the two children that he had also lost. He initially felt himself able only to look after one of the girls and left the other with her grandparents, Edward and Catherine Evans. However, he then seems to have fallen out with them and abruptly took his other daughter back.

Early in 1866, John Robert was due to return to England to rejoin his regiment which had proceeded him whilst he underwent the consequences of his tragic loss. He had made arrangements with a married friend of his, Farrier Serjeant Savage, that Mrs Savage would help him with the two children during the voyage. He would then seek the help of his well-to-do brother, George, head of the Roskell family. Then, tragically, just before he was due to leave India, John Roskell himself died of ‘Pulmo. Apoplexy’, which we assume to be a broken heart.

Serjeant Savage now took charge of the two children and prepared to take them with him back to England. However, Edward and Catherine Evans appealed to him to let them stay as members of their extended family in India, that is with the only relatives they had ever known. Edward appealed to the Station Commander at Poonamallee who, for some reason, decided in favour of their return with the Savages to England. 

It appears that the Savages then embarked with the children at Madras, without even permitting the children to say good-bye to their grandparents who lived in Madras, and eventually delivered them to their uncle in Wales. Sadly, their uncle had no wish to care for his two nieces and, evidently, considered that it would have been better for them to have stayed with their grandparents in India, after all! However, he did make arrangements for them to be boarded in a convent in Liverpool.

Later, the two girls were invited to visit the shrine at Holywell to ask God to advise them what to do with their lives. God spoke to Lizzie and told her to become a nun. This she did and spent the rest of her life as Sister Winifred in a convent in Southwark. Mary Anne married  James Emile Bridges, a lawyer who had studied in Tournai, Bonn and at Oxford to gain a senior position as a Civil Servant in Burma. 

It is evident that, despite having many children and grandchildren of her own, Catherine Evans greatly missed her two step-grand-daughters. The ‘Roskell Letters’ include copies of two letters written by Catherine to Mary Anne giving some detail of the family she left behind in India. 

The original ‘Roskell Letters’ are in the Flintshire Archives at Hawarden and include:

a)  From John Robert to his sister, Lizzie, in Flintshire, dated 6 July 1852

b)  From John Robert to his sister, Lizzie, in Flintshire, March 1856

c)  From John Robert to his sister, Lizzie, in Flintshire, dated 1 August 1856

d)  From John Robert to his sister, Lizzie, in Flintshire, dated 10 December 1857

e)  From John Robert to his brother George Potts Roskell dated about October 1864

f)  From John Robert to his sister, Lizzie, in Flintshire, dated 10 July 1865

g)  From George Potts Roskell to his brother John Robert dated 17 December 1865

h)  From a friend (Sacristan?) to John Robert dated 8 February 1866

i)  From John Robert to his brother George Potts Roskell dated 14 February 1866

j)  From Serjt. Major Donoughue to John Robert dated 1 March 1866

k)  From Serjt. Savage to George Potts Roskell dated 26  March 1866

l)  From Edward Evans to George Potts Roskell (part letter) dated 13 April 1866

m)  From George Potts Roskell to Serjt. Savage dated 25 June 1866

n)  From Catherine Evans to Mary Anne Roskell dated 10 May 1881

o)  From Catherine Evans to Mary Anne Roskell dated 4 February 1883

Letter from John Robert Roskell to his sister Lizzi
St. Thomas’ Mount

Dear Lizzie, 






     6th July 1852

I am compelled to recommend my correspondence with you - On account of not having answered your last letter of October 1850, I have since then expected neither letter or papers from you, the latter I received for a long time from Stockyn and many thanks for them. I will not ask you to send me more, as our Officer takes a paper - the Home News - and gives us the benefit of it. You mentioned that the distance almost deterred even you from writing and you may have imagined that your last did not reach me. I think you will be glad that I have resumed writing. You will have read the accounts of the Burmese War which so far are satisfactory; there is at present a general stand still on account of the scarcity of dry land in that quarter which would be excusable were it not accompanied by a damp atmosphere, the troops are taking care of themselves this time. I must say the troops from here went out in great glee, it is hard to say who will return. My late Commanding Officer - Major Oakes the Director of the Depôt, on whom you will perceive the highest praise has been bestowed died from the effect of a sun stroke, he volunteered his services on the expedition, he is regretted by all who were above and under him, as regards myself he did me a great service on his leaving the Depôt pro tempore, by insuring my promotion should the opportunity occur during his absence, Government having ordered the extension of the Percussion Cap Manufactory consequent on the supply of Percussion Arms to the Native Troops, and sanctioned the addition of a Laboratory Serjeant on the pay of 75 Rs. Per month, it has been told me that my promotion is intended, the principal Machinery was ordered from England three months since and the building is progressing, so that you see I may consider myself very fortunate, it having been my aim to obtain this very employ for which,  hitherto,men have been specifically sent out by the Government. The manufactory has been established ten years and has turned out 400,000 caps monthly the requisition now is for 1,200,000. You would wonder what is done with so many, yet they are ordered to be expended in practice if not on service.      I now enjoy excellent health as you may judge from the weight I have gained which when I left home was scarcely 10 ½ stone and is now 13. I wish you to enclose your letter in a small parcel or envelope and send me some seeds, a few of each, of Heartsease, Convulvulus and creepers they are only procurable here at the Horticultural Gardens and I cannot manage to get them under a tremendous price.

I have a selection of plants growing most luxuriantly and setting off my dwelling to advantage which being situated on a rocky eminence with the benefit of the breeze from all quarters, necessitates the use of a tub garden which can be wheeled about into the most shady position.

I am endeavouring to scrape together a collection of useful books, some I have obtained by our Officer allowing them to be included in his own order when sending to London for Books - in fact I am making up for lost time in the way of literature. I think it would be a good thing if you could send me some of the Derby Reprints and Pictures, I one day enquired at the Cathedral the price of Butler’s Lives of the Saints (reprint) and their works, the named one was priced 50 Rs. And even prayer books are so scarce owing to their price, that I cannot afford a Missal, several parties here have manuscript books, it is true the money is intended for charitable purposes, but I think an extended sale and less profit would answer a double purpose and, equally as well. At any rate you can mention what you think of it. How is my Mother and Mary Ann. and tell me how George has succeeded in farming operations. I hope he Mrs George and Ellen are well, tell them I often think of them and the kindness they showed me which is not lost in these more enlightened days of mine. Have you heard of Tom or Nicholas, for I have not. I need make no further enquiry as you will give me a full account as you did in your last wherein you say how happy you and Michael are, which is as I would wish you., I remain still unmarried. Bye the Bye I should not be surprised to hear of Tom being at the Diggings. They talk of making the communication between Calcutta and England in seven days: the Post in this country consists of running natives who after serving for ten years are supposed to have run enough, they are in fact a running race, out runners here supply the place of those called with you outriders, and these run after a vehicle for nine miles without a rest that is from Madras to the Mount. Did you visit the Great Exhibition, the Illustrated News gave us an excellent idea of what it was; if you have by you or would procure for me a good engraving colored if possible showing the building or its interior I would be much obliged to you, it will come by the mail enclosed in a newspaper. I should like to have it for framing, so you can guess what would suit me. - I must make a particular enquiry after Fanny - and I hope to hear of all doing well. Give my love to them and remember me to kind enquirers - Michael and yourself have my best wishes.

I remain dear Lizzie,   Your affectionate Brother - J. R. Roskell

Letter from John Robert Roskell to his sister Lizzie, March 1856
My dearest Lizzy,

I was quite overjoyed when I received your New Year’s letter on the 22nd February, it was as unexpected as welcome. I cannot imagine why after my long silence you did not suspect I might be otherwise than alive. I am truly thankful for your goodness in remembering me and it is with increased feelings of affection that I reply to yours. Though the distance between us is great, it appears that all our letters have been received, I wrote last(5 years ago!!!) Michael addressed me an Esqr. Which caused a difference in the charge. I suppose for the honor of the thing; I will give you the address which will render letters free of charges, that for newspapers is trifling, and I would be glad to receive the Illd. News, other papers I see here; the papers Michael sent accompanied your letter.

From the account you give me there does not appear to have been many changes -  I had no means of hearing of any since you last wrote, and this is the first time I have heard of poor Mary Anne.  Nicholas passes by me so often that I might some day see him. I see there is a Capt. Roskell in the Peninsular & Oriental Service and I conclude it is him. You ask me if I saw Mr. Edw. Harnett, I wrote to him expressing a wish to see him when the 15th Dragoons were about to leave Madras and was kindly received by him, he said he would see you and would give the particulars of our interviews and for a while I expected he would hear again from you; he left on board the ‘Trafalgar’ for London on the 28th February 1854 with his Rgt. in which Nicholas’ old acquaintance Mr Moline Asst. Surgeon happened to be, but I did not see him. I have long been without the faintest hope of hearing again from home, and the bar which circumstances have placed between us caused me to be diffident in continuing my correspondence and had I anything to ask of you I should not have felt disposed while I had my own interests only to regard.

Dear Lizzy, I have long since made up my mind or I should say felt that I would be compelled to remain in this country, and having no prospects of obtaining anything much beyond what I have advanced to, with the example before me of many similarly circumstanced friends and neighbours, I took firmly into consideration a step which in all points I concluded, and not without advice, would be beneficial - I was married only five weeks previous to receiving your letter and have now a comfortable home and I need scarcely assure you I am happy in my choice. The European family I am connected with is a Catholic one, and you will see by the printed announcement I send you that its head is a Warrant Officer of the same Department as myself. Upon these comforts are attendant those of Religion on which point I thank you for your anxious and feeling enquiry - attendance with regularity to this can be subject to as little interference as the other duties of my life as a soldier which may be compared to clockwork, and every convenience is afforded this Priest, not associating with the higher classes who at this and most other stations are exclusively Protestants, makes us his associates and frequently spends his evenings with one or other of us while pulling to pieces Politics and other matters and spoiling cheroots. I have often taken pleasure in speaking to my partner in life of home and I am doubly interested by her enquiries.

You speak of having bought a house. I wish very much that I was enabled to do the same as it would cause me a vast monthly saving, as much as 16/- shillings and most of those who like myself are permanently fixed at a station have managed to possess a house of their own, and make it a remunerative outlay, but they have been settled earlier than I have and single men in this country have few motives for saving money and their expenses without a guide amongst this race of robbers are sufficient to deter them from the thought of doing so. An excellent house may be built or bought for 50 £ and I would be inclined to ask Michael’s assistance for the purpose, but would rather for the present let it rest, and intreat of him to assist me in a more particular matter which now vexes me, although secure from actual want. Previous to my being married I contracted a debt of 15 £, and although I have been a debtor for much of the time I have had the control of money, I would, at this time, do much to rid myself of the name, and I must plead this for my excuse for being so presuming and with sufficient motives to urge me I hope you will forgive me. Though I feel annoyed in doing so I would ask Michael, if he can afford it, to render me this assistance through the Liverpool and Madras Agents, and that as early as your reply to this letter. The amount sounds and really is large still forgive me if I ask too much of you.

I had laid this letter by, intending to have said more but the mail has arrived from Calcutta earlier than expected and leaves at 5 this evening. I shall have more to tell you when I again hear from you. Give my love to my mother and tell her I am sorry I have been so bad a boy as not to have written to her when she wrote to me. The same to Michael and all other relatives and accept from me my love and attachment.

Your affectionate Brother     J. R. Roskell

Letter from John Robert Roskell to his sister Lizzie dated 1st August 1856
Dear Lizzie,

I have allowed a mail to pass without a reply to your last letter owing to the delay that occurred in obtaining the Photographs I send you and which I was anxious should accompany this reply. I send them separate from the letter so as to secure a chance of your receiving one or other of them. It was with great pleasure indeed that your last letter was received and I had previously mentioned to my wife the anticipated cause of your delay. We are very thankful for the money that Michael sent and which I received from Arbuthnot & Co. It has made us quite happy and at the time I received it, there remained over and above what we required, and we felt comparatively rich. Tell Michael how thankful I am to him.

It is now more than six months since I married and we are happier than ever. My wife, I suppose I may call her Emy. Which is her pet name, says she does not understand my being at such a distance from so good and kind a sister, and she became excited by the enquiries of her contained in your letter, so I proposed to send you her likeness which should assist you in forming an idea of her appearance.

At present, the only professional hand in Madras is a new comer and we had several trials before we could obtain a picture that could be called visible, and owing to the process being conducted in the open air with an intense glare even at an early hour in the morning it was very difficult to sustain a countenance for even the few seconds required and I had to be contented with features expressive of the very fact. The likenesses of us are intended in the pictures but they are so faint that I have thought them useless to send lest by the time they reach you they might not be seen at all, and I send them in the hope that you will at least get a glimpse of us and as they are the best glimpses we can procure at present I hope you will be pleased by my sending them.

Now I must give you a description of Emy - she has dark brown hair and hazel eyes, and is 5 feet 2 ½ in height. Next Sunday, 3rd August will be her birthday and she will be 16 years of age. All that remains to mention of her is that she has been well brought up and has all the requisites of a good life putting housekeeping out of the question for they are born housekeepers here.

You ask me to give you the particulars of my meeting with Mr. Edward Harnett, which I omitted doing in my last letter, since the subject of our conversation which constituted the main particular cannot perhaps have been advanced by him and on my part I was diffident in mentioning it. In my seeking an interview with Mr. Harnett, he can tell you that I had no apparent object further than that he might not leave the country without seeing me, as he very nearly was doing, and which might not have been satisfactory to anyone enquiring of him regarding me, and I had understood that he was especially asked to enquire about me. It was late in the evening when I saw him and as I told you he gave me every welcome and was not long in introducing the subject I have alluded to - he held out hopes to me that by using his influence with my friends at home I might yet return to England where he said he was assured I could gain a more fitting position than the one I was then holding, not to mention other advantages. Mr. Harnett’s motives were apparent to me from the fact of his experience of what a soldier’s life is in this country and in what light he is viewed. Still I told him that I could not expect the assistance which would be necessary and that I could not apply for it for I had been told that I was left to my own resources, and that I had endeavoured to be satisfied with the condition in which I had placed myself.  Though a short interview would have sufficed, Mr Harnett asked me to dinner at the Club House, I declined but my excuses were unavailing, two or three officers of the Hussars joined us at dinner and it was late when we returned to Madras. Mr. Harnett had complained of Headache throughout the evening - when I parted with him he renewed the promise he made to me to interest himself about me on his arrival at home. The time that has since elapsed has caused me to forget all this, but since you must have seen Mr. E. Harnett, I am at a loss to conjecture what can be your reasons for asking for the particulars. Should the subject be as applicable now as it was then Considerations may arise and I should be sorry to be rendered uneasy from a conviction that an opportunity had been lost from not making known my wishes. 

I have received the Ill. Lon. News at these different times and I would be glad to have a Liverpool paper now and then. I am sorry to say that the melon plant which grew from the seed you sent me was snipped off by one or other of the numerous kinds of reptiles that abound here. I have just discovered Nicholas’ address, having his name in the list of Oriental Steamers as Commander of the ‘Pekin’. Calcutta and Hong Kong - and shall write to him by the coming mail; should he be in Calcutta a letter will reach him in a few days. How we are scattered. I have not heard of Tom. I wrote to him but had no reply. I feel a great deal of happiness in corresponding with you and I hope to keep it up. The desolate feeling I used to have has vanished now that I have a home. Our house is nearly opposite to that of Emy’s Papa’s - her elder sister married a Horse Artilleryman and there are 7 more of the family all a-growing.

From what you tell me of your residence and knowing the locality I can almost fancy myself there, but more than all the other blessings I am happy to know you to be in possession of, I envy you for the climate you enjoy. Here the air at most times is so sickening to breathe as to destroy all inducement to exertion, besides the effects of a continual varying of a person’s state of health. How much I should like to see old Flint again - I think that if my case was represented to the Honble. Court in Leadenhall Street they might be induced to grant me a special Furlough for the purpose without detriment to my present appointment, but as such cases are not usually brought to their notice I am afraid they would not see into the importance of the matter, and worse again I am so fat that no Medical Officer would give me a Certificate that I required a change of air.

I hope that my mother is still well and happy give her my best love and regards - George never wrote to me even a scolding letter but I don’t mind that, he is as I oftenthink him, the wisest and best of my Brothers, give my love to him and to Mrs George and Ellen wherever she is who knew me as Uncle John. Remember me also to all others who enquire for me and of whom you can give me an account when you write again. With kind love to you and Michael and love and acknowledgements of your kindness from Emy. I remain Dear Lizzie your affectionate Brother - John

I send the Photographs to the Steam Agent’s office so you may either receive them before or after this letter.
Letter from John Robert Roskell to his sister Lizzie 

from St. Thomas’ Mount dated 10 December 1857

My dear Lizzy

I answer your kind letter with the intention of losing no time in thanking you for so much information, as usual you mention every one and leave me no questions to ask. I am glad your reasons for not writing as regards your absence from home are what I anticipated. By the time you receive this I hope you may have spent a merry Christmas and entered on a happy year. Our coming Christmas promises to be a more joyful one than it did a few months past. All alarm past away in this part of the country even before the arrival of Troops, but the strictest watch had to be kept. The Rebels being almost hemmed in, I suppose there will soon be a final crush. We are at loss to hear of what really is doing owing to the gagging of the Press. If a Bengal Tiger attracts attention, one Nanah Saib you have heard of, would if caged, create sufficient sensation to be the means of collection a considerable addition to the Relief Fund, many being desirous not to poke fun but for the fun of having a poke at him, he has not yet been caught, yet can hardly escape, but I fear that if caged for the purpose I propose, the pokes would undo the object in view.

A removable xxxxxxx has been formed to prevent any the Company’s spoilt servants from visiting our still peaceable Presidency. A good time coming has been long sung about, it seems to mean now the time when the Indian question will be settled.  Events are causing great changes.

I am very grateful for your good wishes and the interest that Michael stills takes in me. I never hear from Nicholas near as he is, - when I think of him it reminds me of the advice he gave me about 10 years ago ‘to remain where I had got to’ as said he ‘a rolling stone gathers no moss’. I suppose if he knew I was here yet he would expect me to be overgrown with moss. 

By a late order we receive Papers free, and hope you will continue to send them and ever contrive to do so in your absence from home. - I shall be so glad to get your likeness; I see by the Paper you sent, that Parcels are despatched to India, by Staveley Oriental Agent, 41 Oldhall Street Liverpool, and I think if sent to him and a receipt obtained that you may be satisfied of its safety. The parcel you received had 2 shillings paid on it here. - Offer to Fanny my sincere condolence with her in her afflictions, and let my Mother know I am glad to hear of her Acknowledgements of my enquiries and I trust she may live long and happy to continue them. - Emy sends you her love in return. - We three (luck in odd numbers0 are very well, Baby progressing and quite a plaything. - Give my love to Michael; my Mother, all at Stockyn and all you please to remember me and accept yourself the sincere affection of your Brother

J. R. Roskell

Try not to think me so far away.
Letter from John Robert Roskell to his brother, George Potts Roskell 

from St. Thomas’ Mount c. Oct 1864

(regrettably, the first part is missing)

a Garden mine is not worthy of the name, being a collection of about 100 Potted plants such as cost little or nothing and withstand a good scorching in the day, under the promise of some lukewarm water at sunset. I intend by the next opportunity of writing to you and send you a ground plan of the cottage we live in and its vicinity which will perhaps interest you. 

Would you believe it, we are anchored between two Grave yards. 

I have no news in xxxx to you relating to my own affairs in life which remain in statu quo, not having yet had the fortune to acquire a cocked hat - they are xxxxx busy placing some old hands on the shelf. My Reverend Music Tutor was removed from here before I had made much progress on the Harmonium, his successor is not musical and has no one to play, so I obtained the loan of the Chapel Seraphine for practise at  home. Emy is as merry as you can imagine, and says that in place of the Dictionary she would fain ask you for some token of your pleasure in Conformity with the liberality I receive from you and that nothing would please her more xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx a Brooch containing a Photograph of yours.   Lizzy and Mary Anne continue well and as happy as can be.  Hoping that Michael and yourself enjoy good health and with best love and wishes to you both - requesting Kind remembrance of me to all you  know  xxxxxxxxxxx with. I remain with regenerated thanks and love from Emy

Your ever affectionate

Brother

J.R.Roskell

Letter from John Robert Roskell to his sister Lizzie

Saint Thomas’ Mount

10th July 1865

My dear Lizzie,

I was so glad to receive your kind letter of 16th May, not expecting an answer earlier I waited patiently and it was all in good time. I really was in need of assistance and you cannot think how grateful I am for it, and for the endeavors you so soon used for my sake. I write to George by this Mail also to acknowledge and thank him for what he has sent me. I am happy to say it has been the means of making my affairs all right again and I can with confidence hope that the super-abundance will be turned to good account, as it will be of great benefit to me bye and bye after promotion which can not be far off now. I really did not expect anything like the amount that George says he will send me and for the present I will take precious good care of it you may be sure.

I must say it is exceedingly kind attention to me that has rendered me so comparatively well off, and I shall never forget my obligations to you all at home.

What a great traveller you have become. I will allow that heat is an obstacle not advisable to endure, but as you mention no other impediments whatever. I conclude that though met with, you find sufficient compensation for their inconvenience in the pleasure and happiness you derive from what you have seen especially I think during your late tour. Then there is the pleasure of anticipating a review of those scenes you have had most delight in.

At a future period when I shall have been promoted and become entitled to the indulgence of leave, I certainly think I might arrange to meet you a little beyond this for ever hot place or its precincts - at all events I certainly believe that if all goes well I have a very good chance of having an earnest desire of seeing home again gratified.

Emy considers herself very favored in all that has been done for us, and with me has expressed much gratitude. In our wants there was no assisting friend here, and, she acknowledges having received a lesson to benefit.

Lizzie and little Mary Ann are growing up of course very nice children and are very good. Emy pays every attention to them but the poverty stricken state of the school here without a proper teacher which has for very long been the case renders it advisable to consider about having them placed in the Madras Convent as boarders should I be able to afford the pretty reasonable terms bye and bye.

Your last was written when news was gloomy, as you said. I hope that it for the sake of all mentioned has changed for the better. I thought when writing to George just before this that I should not have a line left to write to you and now I find there is scarce a comparison of words. I only hope the little I have said will please.

I do not know what you will think of my pictures just taken and which I send.

With love and kind remembrance from myself and Emy to you and Michael.

I remain your affectionate Brother - J. R. Roskell

Letter from George P. to John R. Roskell
Stockyn Decr 17th 1865
My dear John


I am sending you the enclosed in this letter the first bill of Exchange for 2917.2.3 Rupees which amts in English money to £297. 15. 10 which is the balance of money due to you from my Father’s estate. I have enclosed the account & another paper of release both of which you will have to sign & return as the others have done therefore you had better copy the account for yourself. I will send the second and third bill by the next mail in case the first should be delayed or lost.

I have still Tom’s share in the Bank & as nothing has been heard of him for the last 15 years or more, we are all afraid he must be dead, but I must make every enquiry & advertize him in the Australian papers so as to try to get some information of him. I had a letter from Nicholas the other day who has just returned to Southampton in the Syria & he had been making enquiries of him but could hear nothing of him if he should be dead his share will have to be divided amongst the rest.. We have a very open Winter here so far having had no frost and the trees are budding out but I suppose we shall pay for it after Christmas. Lizzie & Michl Harnett are still at Dawstrue but talk of going to algiers after Xmas to remain until May.

We are all I don’t know of any particular news we are all pretty well and wish our kind love to you & yours

Your afft brother

G P Roskell

Letter from a trusted friend (?) to J. Robert Roskell
Mount 8 Feby 1866

My dear Roskell,


I recd your kind letter this morning with its enclosures; to the beautiful prayer. Earnestly did I respond an Amen.

The description is suitable and to the purpose. I shall at once see to the Erection of the Tombstone perhaps I may be able to have it down in the grave-yard before you leave India - I shall certainly not have it botched as most of them are - I have a few days ago obtained permission from Mr Ind to put down the Stone Rupees 20 is demanded for the ground which I will pay him, it seems the Charge for ground was formerly high but the Bishop has lately reduced it. 

The stone set in Masonry work and in front brick and Chunam work similar to that ion front of my wife’s tomb - and I here promise you that while I live I shall keep it in order for your sake and put two lights over the grave Every year at the Blessing of the graves and offer up on these holy occasions an humble prayer for the repose of the soul of poor Emily. I have since the death of her put up on my grave occupied at present by my wife 10 lights to represent her 10 children - while on this gloomy subject tho’ the thoughts of death to my mind is not a gloomy one, these thoughts are happy ones to my way of thinking and I like to dwell on them- since I last saw you Mr Buckley, Mrs Porter and Mrs Davidson have passed away, who can say what the next 10 months will bring for the year is young yet. -

You may also be able to spend a day with me before you go. I will make you as comfortable as possibl. Mary and Canoy (?) are in Mercara and Cathy and Lizzie are my Housekeepers and first rate managers they are, take an Early and Come ……….. day a Chigram nite (?) steam………… the Mount as rapidly as the train would to Madras - and the Cead Mille Failtha awaits you as it always did when you favored me with a visit

(?) Patrick James Kinning (?)

??????????????????/Hainker (?) to Serjeant Robt Roskell - Depot - Poonamallee

Letter from J. Robert to George P Roskell

Saint Thomas’ Mount, Near Madras, East Indies

14th February 1866

My dear George

I received your very kind letter of December 1865, and the enclosures. - I am very grateful for the means supplied to me at a time I most required them. You will understand me  when this reply …………. For you have …….. from me not many days after the despatch of your own, announcing the death of my poor lost Emily.
I have now done all I can for her. She and the two happy Infants I have lost are in one grave with a suitable monument placed over them. - I am leaving this at the end of this month instead of accompanying the troops who went earlier, owing to the arrangements I made to secure the charge and proper care of my two little Children, Lizzie and Mary Anne, and shall come home with them myself in charge of the remainder of the troops; it will be a mixed assembly, but I think we shall be comfortable, if we get a good Officer &c.

The Bill of Exchange on the Agra Bank (1st) arrived safe and was accepted - value Rs. 2917.2.3 ………..Brother To… I have…………..times been in communication with people who have gone from here to Melbourne, and made enquiries of him from them, but I could at no time hear of him.

I have been fortunate in having passed my time in such a country as this without the loss of my own life, for we are surrounded by chances of accident. For the sake of the little ones left me I will at least do my utmost to guard them trusting at the same time to and overruling Providence.

Of course this will be the last letter I shall write to you from India - when you hear again from me I shall, if the Almighty guards us, be with my Children in Woolwich - I will then as I before said write to you.

Myself and children are in good health, though I trust that the climate of England…… more gen ………..

I now contend…….. you for your kindness and good wishes to me and mine and the kindest of love is now returned to you and all at Home.

I remain - Your affectionate Brother - J. R. Roskell

Letter from Serjt. Major M. Donoughue to Jn Robert Roskell

Mount 1st March 1866

My dear Roskell



your note of the 27th Instant, I received this morning and reply by hand in ca…………… letter should not reach you………………. The Tomb, I have ordered it from ………………where the work will be wel……….. of the stone, including cutting ……………….. about a rupee more, for conveyance to the………….

Then there will be Masonry work, which will not cost much, 20 Rs. For the ground, which I have already paid to Father Ford, so you see, I will have considerably more than enough, perhaps, a balance left for the Church of the Rs. 25, or thereabouts:

My dear Roskell, you may confidently rely on me, that I shall have the Tomb completed, in evert respect to your satisfaction: Though you may never see it, still you can safely declare, it is over her remains and as respectable a finish as any to be found of its kind, not only in our country……….. in any other. You have my wo… …

your mind easy on this score, once more I say, Farewell. And may you have a prosperous and quick passage to the land of the Leeks. God bless you and the dear Children, happy for them that are leaving this vile Country……….. by anxiously looking out, for your letter after………. All find me a faithful, and regul- ……..et. I am not prone                                             to put matters………. To you may expect my letters,….. they become due, Farewell.

Yours Sincerely,

Signed - M. Donoughue

Cantonment

Serjt. Major

Mount

Letter from Serjeant Savage to George Potts Roskell
Poonamallee 26 March 1866

Dear Sir

I am sorrey to inform you of your Brothers death J. R. Roskell he died one the evning of the 23rd of March of a fit of appeckey in a quarter of an oure.

I have got the Children in Charge and ham going to bring them to you with other little tings that he had bought for you has it whas is Requst. My name is Sergt. Savage I Belong to the Sitey of Chester and all my Family are living ther at no 56. Gorges Street. I lieve Inda on the 2d april on board the steem Ship Idespress and expect to arive erley in June. I shal have to go to Netley Hospital for a few days and as soon has I can get leave I will bring the Children down to you. If you rite pleas to rite to Netley Hospital Direct to Farrier Sergt. J. Savage Royal Artillery Netley Hospital whaitin the arival of the ship Idesperes from Inda

Yours truly

J Savage

Farrier Sergt. R. A.

Letter from Edward Evans to George Potts Roskell (approx April 1866)
Early part missing!

Children - 

On the death of my daughter Emily on the 6th October last, I took the children under my charge (where it was intended they should remain until embarkation) your brother at the same time went to reside with my son-in-law (Store Serjeant Morrison) and his wife at Saint Thomas’ Mount: - in December he removed to Poonamallee and took one of the children with him; he took up his residence with Serjt. Savage, Royal Artillery, who was about to return to England, and made arrangements with Mrs Savage to look after his two girls on their voyage home.

Shortly after he went to Poonamallee, he came to my house, during my absence, and in a most insulting manner, demanded his child, at the same time saying, that he would never write to, or have anything more to do with us - poor fellow, it was allotted, he should keep his word - the child of course was given over to him by Mrs Evans - his reason for acting in the manner I have stated,

……….ve misrepresented to you, ………….. just to myself and family to let you know I we gave him no cause for his alienating himself from us.

On receiving information of your brother’s death, myself and Mrs Evans immediately proceeded to Poonamallee, with the view of taking charge of the children and looking after his effects but on my having an interview with the Officer Commanding the Station, he informed me, that “as the deceased had made arrangements for the children going home under Mrs Savage’s charge, and as Serjeant Savage knew his friend’s having been born within about seven miles from where they resided, he should wish to carry out this arrangement,” - to this I could not (in fact it would have been useless) offer any objection. What arrangements were entered into, I am unable to inform you.

The children, with Serjeant, and Mrs Savage, sailed from Madras in the Screw Steamer ……….. for England, via the Cape, on the………..so that their arrival may be expected…….. latter part of June.

…………..it but right to mention that Serjeant …….. Savage promised to bring, or send, the children to my house, to remain there for two days before embarkation - this they did not do, altho’ the children were in Madras the day previous to going on board, - so that since the funeral of your brother, I have not seen them: - whether this unfeeling conduct on the part of Serjt. And Mrs Savage was caused by anything your brother might have said regarding myself and family, I know not - I trust however you will be good enough to let me know of the safe arrival, or otherwise, of the children.

I remain

Dear Sir

Yours faithfully

E P Evans

P.S. My address is as follows

Conductor E. P. Evans

Grand Arsenal

Fort Saint George

Madras

Letter from George Potts Roskell to Sergt. Savage
Stockyn, Holywell 25th June 1866

Sergt. Savage,  Sir, 

I am in receipt of your letter from Poonamallee & regret very much to hear of the sudden death of my brother, he wrote to me on the 19 February acknowledging the receipt of a cheque on the Agra Bank which he cashed for £297. 15s. 10 d. saying that he and his children were well and that he was leaving for England with them at the end of that month but as providence did not intend that it should be carried out, it is the strangest thing to me that after his death, the children were not given up to their Grandfather who was their nearest relation & most likely to take care of them, he could have demanded them by law with all the effects of my late brother as nearest of Kin to the children & in a letter from him, he tells me he did apply for them, but his demand was refused which I cannot understand. Conductor E. P. Evans in his letter dated 13th April says you sailed with the children on the 11th inst. & altho’ in Madras for a day or two before sailing you did not take the children to say goodbye; this is the worst feature My brother had made no arrangements with anyone in this country about his children & why they should be rashly brought away from their nearest relations without notice is a thing I again cannot understand cruel in the extreme. I have arranged that they shall go straight to the Catholic Orphanage in Falkner …. Liverpool where I am paying for them & hope Mrs Savage will deliver them there when you get to Chester. As for my brother’s effects I suppose you have got the whole of them, & I should like to know something about them for the benefit of the poor children.

He must have had a good deal of money at the time of his death for besides the 297 - 15 - 10 he recd a month before his death he had 50 £ a few months previous to that.

I beg you will write as soon as you get to England as I wish to inform their Grandfather of the arrangements I am making

I remain, Your of Sert  G. P. Roskell

I hope you will write as soon as you get to England & tell me the names and ages of the two children as I have to give them to the Orphanage as well as let them know when they may expect them.

Letter from Catherine Evans (née Evers) to Mary-Anne Roskell in England

Madras May 10th/81

My Darling Mary Ann


Your very very nice letter came to hand on the 4th instant and we were all so very glad to hear that you were in good health as thanks be to God this leaves us the same. You say you can remember Lucy; she is certainly the youngest of your Aunts. I will give you the name of all your relations in India. Your uncle Bill Evans married and had 8 children, he lost his wife and 6 children, and has two living one of these Agnes, is in the Nazareth Convent at Ootacamund & the other Philip is with his Grandma in Bangalore. Then your Aunt Mary married a Morrison, he died and left her with 3 children one boy and two girls, her son is in his 18th year and in Feby last went to Burmah as a Signaller in the Govt Telegraphs, his name is Edward & then there is Annie & Minnie one 15 the other 13, they are on the Western Coast. Your Aunt Mary is Matron of a Hospital for Women in a place called Trivandrum. Your Aunt Annie married a Mr. Bailey she has had six children, lost all but two, Willie & Arthur. Then your twin Aunts Bessie and Janie. Bessie married a Mr Kelly and Janie Mr Stewart, both Janie and her husband are dead and left me with a little girl who is six years old, her name is Mary Anne. Your Aunt Ellen was married twice; her name now is Bradbury, your Aunt Lucy is still unmarried. There is a fine school in Trivandrum. Annie and Minnie are getting on very welll. They play a little on the piano, and have just begun drawing - Annie is a good Malay (abaree ?) scholar. Poor Agnes is in Ootacamund where it is very cold, she used to get chilblains too.

Dear MaryAnne I wrote to your Aunt Nolan when I got Mrs Harnetts letter but I have had no answer yet. Your Aunt Nolan has a large family 10 or 11 children there is Ned, Teresa, Maggie, Mary, Emily, Annie, Bridget, Ellen & Martin and one she lost, she does not write often. My darling I send you your paper likeness and I would like me to send me yours and Lizzies, and by and bye I will send xxxxx Aunts likenesses. Write to Lizzie and give our fondest love to her, and let us know what religious name she bears as a Nun; tell her also to pray for us. With mine and all your Aunts united love to dear self,

I am dearest Mary Ann






Your Loving Grandma

C.  Evans

Letter from Catherine Evans (née Evers) to Mary-Anne Roskell in England.

Trivandrum 4th Feby 1883

My Dear Mary Anne


I received your very welcome letter and pretty picture. Many thanks for them. We spent a very quiet Xmas and New Year and the children got a number of pretty cards from their Aunts, Cousins and friends in Madras and we were very happy. Your Aunt Lucy was married last Octr to Color Sergt Kelly of the 1st Essex Regt., a very good man and they are Happy and live in the Fort of Madras and last November your uncle Mr Evans died at Calcutta his wife died some years before he has left two children a son and daughter. This latter is married and her brother is staying with her. This Uncle dear was my only son (May he rest in peace) Your cousins are very well and your namesake got a large doll as a present at Christmas and she is very fond of carrying it about it is nearly as big as herself and she is near four feet high. We have no snow or frost here during this Festive time it is generally cool and pleasant in fact it is the pleasantest time of the year. Our hot weather will commence the end of this month and continue to the middle of May when we will have our monsoons. I feel the heat very much and am quite glad when the rains commence. I am very glad you are quite well and Lizzie too You must not fail to remember us to her kindly when you write I would like very much to see you both You were such little creatures when you left India. I hear nothing of your Aunt in Australia it is several years since I had a letter from them. I would like very much to hear from or of them but have written several times and have had no reply. You said your Aunt Hartnell was going to send for you. I hope she did and you found herself and Mrs George Roskell in good health. We will collect some more stamps for you. I will say Good bye now my dear child You Aunts and Cousins join me in sending Our love to Self

I am Your affectionate Grandmother

C. Evans
